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The CeineC desired a Study of Intelligence 
Publications: originating on the highest level in Wash- 
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SUBJECT: Brief of "Trends of High Level Washington Estimates on Chinese 
_ Communist Intervention in Korea" 


MEMO TO: Commander-in-Chief 


1. The attached document (Incl 1) is a Study based on an analysis of the 
Washington Intelligence Publications in the period 10 August 50 - 7 December 50 
which exposes a failure of these high-level reports either to predict Chinese 
Communist intentions as an all-out aggression or to emphasize any indications of 
‘Such intentions that could now be considered as having directed attention to the 
handwriting on the wall. This point is importent, since the press campaign to 
charge FHC and EUSAK with imprudence in the attack of November 24th has not been 
stopped by the PIO in Washington. 

2. During the weeks prior to the Inchon landing repetitive conclusions 
appeared with monotonous regularity that there were no firm or reliable indica~ 
tions that the Chinese Communists would intervene actively in Korea. 

8. Following the Inchon landing there was no perceptible change in the 
trend, Familiar conclusions continued to deny reliable indications that the USSR 
or the Chinese Commnists were preparing for active intervention in the Korean con~ 
flict. Cognizance was taken of increased capabilities and the more belligerent 
public statements of Commmnist leaders, but these were not interpreted as positive 
indications of a decision for active intervention and it was in fact concluded 
that there was an increasing probability that a decision against overt action had 
been made, 

4, Daring Novenber, prior to the Chinese Communist all-out assault but sub- 
sequent to their established presence in North Korea, the intelligence revorts 
paid increasing attention to Chinese Commmnist activities, acknowledged their 
greatly increased capabilities, waveringly speculated as to the various possible 
aims behind their crossing of the Yalu, took cognizance of the increasing violence 
of Communist declarations, did not define intent to embark on major offensive 
operations, and finally concluded that there was no evidence to indicate that the 
late November local withdrawals were in preparetion for a major counter~offensive, 

5. It is readily apparent from this analysis of Washington intelligence 
reports that all-out aggressive Chinese Commmist intervention was not forecast 
nor were the warnings and discussions of the existing potential advanced with the 
persistence characteristic of GH) FC intelligence reports. In contra distinction, 
the Daily Intelligence Summery of FEC not only covered in substance every item 
pertaining to Korea advanced in the high-level Washington Estimates, but repeated 
analysis of capabilities, with a view to inducing the Washington authorities, or 
UN group, to assess its liabilities and issue orders in modification of the orig- 
jnal directives. In the absence of such modification, the UN command could not 
stand still, stack arms or retreat. The full extent of the surreptitious Chinese 
assemblies had to be ascertained by a reconnaissance in force at the point of 
military collision, i.e. the front in North Korea, Washington, with very consid- 
erable diplomatic resources and outposts throughout East Asia was unable to define 
Chinese intentions as demonstrated, i.e, failure of political intelligence, On 
the other hand military intelligence in the field (i.e. in Korea) was limited, 
from the outset, by the prohibition of flights beyond the Yelu. Density of train 
movements and activities in the great military centers and barracks areas would 
have given advance clues. As it is a distance of only 50 miles from this artificial 
screen, the problem of concealing movement could and was overcome by the enemy in 
successive night marches, 

6, When the UN Command had reached the Anju-Kunuri line, it was within gresp 
of its initial directive and mission, i.e, the destruction of the North Korean in- 
vader, It was not prepared for a major collision with the Chinese armies, That 
contingency required proof, which the Bighth Army attack of November 24th finally 
furnished, and then a revision of all operational concepts, to meet conditions of 
@ new war and a new foe, of far greater resources than the NK Communist Government 
ever disposed, 

%. This is for information only, 
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Trends of High-Level Washington Hstimates on 
Chinese Communist Intervention in Korea 


1, Although constant attention was given to Chinese Commmist movements, 
activities, and political declarations and current appraisals were made of 
these increasing capabilities throughout the fall of 1950, at the time of the 
UN attack on November 25th in North Korea, the trend of high-level Washington 
estimates did not recognize Communist intervention in Korea as an all-out 
assault of major proportions, designed to force UN forces out of Korea, Con- 
clusions contained in periodical intelligence documents emanating from 
Washington reflect no significant divergence from similar views held by GHQ 
FuC. The Washington publications did not present ovinions or conclusions 
defining the Chinese Communist effort as an aggression of major proportions 
in Korea, nor did they define indications of intentions that might now be 
considered as a warning to FEC or the U.N. forces in Korea, 


2. Inring many weeks preceding the crucial Inchon landing, conclusions 
as to Chinese Communist intentions repeated with monotonous regularity that 
indications were lacking of an immediate intent to reinforce North Korea (a) 
that there were no firm indications of Soviet or Communist Chinese interven- 
tion in Korea, (b) that there was no reliable indication that the Chinese 
Commnists contemplated an active participation in the Korean War, (c) etc, 
During this period, of course, attention was directed in Washington estimates 
to reported northward movements of Chinese Communist troops into Manchuria 
and the build-up of defenses along the international border. As early as 
August 10th (a) it was reported that since a reinforcement of North Korean 
troops would be necessary to prevent their defeat by the steadily increasing 
strength of UN forces, Soviet intentions should be apparent in the near 
future; apparently they never became apparent? Throughout this period, 
algo, reports took cognizance of preparations, increasing capabilities, pro-~ 
visions of the Sino-Soviet Treaty of 14 February contemplating joint opera- 
tions in the Far Hast (a) Malik's remarks in the UN Security Council inferring 
threats of inevitable broadening of the Korean conflict (d) and Comminist 
Chinese claims of border violations as possibly being intended as a justifi- 
cation for future intervention in Korea (e). However, these references were 
normally confined to reporting incidental facts and were not reflected in 
conclusions as positive indications of iatentions. 


3. Following the Inchon landing there was no perceptible change in the 
trend of Washington estimates and views. Still prevalent were the familiar 
conclusions such as: There are no firm indications of Soviet or Chinese 
Communist intentions to intervene overtly in Korea, (f) there continue to be 
no reliable indications that the USSR or the Chinese Commmists are preparing 
for active intervention in the Korean conflict, (f) etc. North Korean activ- 
ities and related information were interpreted that the North Koreans, Chinese 
Communists, and the Soviets recognized that the invasion of South Korea had 
failed and were concentrating their efforts on retaining control of the area 
north of the 38th Parallel (g). During this period cognizance was taken of 
the increasingly belligerent statements of Chinese Communist leaders, such as 
a, Joint Periodic Intelligence Report on Soviet Intentions and Activities: 
10 August 1950 

b. Joint Periodic Intelligence Report on Soviet Intentions and Activities: 
24 August 50, 7 September 1950 and 21 September 1950. 

ec. Joint Periodic Intelligence Report on Soviet Intentions and Activities: 
17 August 1950 and 14 September 1950, 

d. Joint Periodic Intelligence Report on Soviet Intentions and Activities: 
24 August 1950, 

e, Joint Periodic Intelligence Report on Soviet Intentions and Activities: 
31 August 1950 , 

f. Joint Intelligence Indications Committee: 14 September 1950 

g Joint Intelligence Indications Committee: 5 October 1950 
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Chou En-Lai's report to the Indian ambassador that the Chinese Commmists would 
send troops across the border to participate in defense of North Korea if UN 
forces crossed the 38th Parallel, (g¢) and statements to the effect that they 
would not supinely tolerate seeing their neighbors being savagely invaded by 
imperialists (g). However, intelligence reports reiterate that despite these 
political utterances, there was no firm evidence that the Chinese Communists 
intended an outright military intervention but, on the other hand, much 
evidence to suggest that the intention was only to force a retardation of U.S. 
activities (g). Belligerent statements were more or less passed off as having 
been made for osychological purposes. Suggestions were advanced that current 
activities were perhaps a "squeeze-play" (¢) to force admission to the UN, 
and that continuing statements reference to a war of attrition and persistent 
long-term resistance only tended to support the conclusion that Chinese Com- 
munist intervention might be limited to materiel and manpower for guerrilla 
operations (h) Stalin's messaze to Kim Il Sung was somewhat belittled by 
pointing out that he extended only wishes for a successful conelusion to a 
long struggis (h). It was also pointed out that the USSR had raised no ques- 
tion as to the legality of a UN military occupation of North Korea (h). The 
general tenor of these comments was reflected in an October 19th (h) report 
that there was an increasing probability that a decision against overt action 
had been taken, and a report of the following week that intervention would 
probably be confined to aiding guerrilla activities (i). 


4. Throughout November, prior to the large scale Chinese Communist 
ageult but subsequent to their established presence in North Korea in strength, 
intelligence reports paid increasing attention to Chinese Communist activi- 
ties and speculated as to their possible aims but still advanced no enlighten- 
- ing conclusions or views as to positive intentions. Reports during this period 
took cognizance of greatly increased ‘capabilities! but wavered indecisively 
relative to whether intervention was for defensive or offensive purposes (j), 
whether the aim was protection of hydroelectric installations, establishment 
of a corridor or cordon sanitaire (j), or devised merely to prolong the 
struggle causing contimmed attrition and extended commitment of UN forces. 
Cognizance was taken of the increasing provocativeness of Chinese Communist 
declarations and reports, such as that of the North Korean Communist Party on 
November 19th to the effect that retreat did not signify defeat but was 
temporary only with the object of preparing a decisive blow to American 
"hordes" and gaining ultimate victory (k). The report of November 22nd con= 
cluded that there was no evidence to indicate that these withdrawals were in 
preparation for a counter-offensive, and that enemy forces gensrally showed 
little aggressive tendency and no great will to fight (k). It was stated 
that activity indicated preparations for support of extended long-term opera— 
tions but was not sufficient to indicate the existence of a plan for major 
offensive operations (k). Other reports called attention to the fact that 
possibilities inherent in the Chinese Communist build-up were many, but 
tempered the statement with the remark that so far employment of troops hed 
been primarily along defensive lines (1). The National Intelligence Estimate 
(GIA) of November 24th based on information available November 21st pointed out 
possible courses of action including full-scale offensive efforts but conclu- 
ded that available evidence was not conclusive and that the military activity 
of Chinese troops in Korea so far was not in itself sufficient to demonstrate 
the existence of a plan for major offensive operations (m). 


Ca a a a a a ete 


g&. Joint Intelligence Indications Committee: 5 October 1950 

h, Joint Intelligence Indications Committee: 19 October 1950 

i. Joint Intelligence Indications Committee: 26 October 1950 

j. Joint Intelligence Indications Committees: 2 Nov 50 & 9 Hov 50, and 
Yeekly Intelligence Report D/A 17 November 1950 

k. Joint Intelligence Indications Committee: 22 November 1950 

1. Weekly Intelligence Report, D/A, 17 November 1950 

mn, National Intelligence Hstimate 2/1 (CIA), 24 November 1950 








5. It is readily apparent from this analysis of Washington intelligence 
reports that all-out aggressive Chinese Communist intervention was not fore- 
cast nor were the warnings and discussions of the existing potential advanced 
with the persistence and repetitiveness characteristic of GHQ, FEC Reports. 
Perhaps undue weight was placed in the theory that Chinsse Communist failure 
to intervene on the most likely occasions was logically indicative of a 
decision against subsequent intervention, In contra distinction, the Daily 
Intelligence Summary of FHC not only covered in substance every item pertain- 
ing to Korea advanced in the high-level Washington Estimates, but repeated 
analysis of capabilities, with a view to inducing the Washington authorities, 
or UN group, to assess its liabilities and issue orders in modification of 
the original directives, In the absence of such modification, the UN command 
could not stand still, stack arms or retreat. The full extent of the surrep- 
titious Chinese assemblies had to be ascertained by a reconnaissance in force 
at the point of military collision, i.e. the front in North Korea, Washing- 
ton, with very considerable diplomatic resources and outposts throughout East 
Asia was unable to define Chinese intentions as demonstrated, i.e. failure 
of political intelligence, On the other hand, military intelligence in the 
field (i.e. in Korea) was limited from the outset, by the prohibition of 
flights beyond the Yalu. Density of train movements and activities in the 
great military centers and barracks areas would have given advance clues. As 
it is a distance of only 50 miles from this artifical screen, the problem of 
concealing movement could and was overcome by the enemy in successive night 
marches, 


6. When the UN Command had reached the Anju-Kunuri line, it was within 
grasp of its initial directive and mission i.e the destruction of the North 
Korean invader. It was not prepared for a major collision with the Chinese 
armies. That contingency required proof, which the Bighth Army attack of 
November 24th finally furnished, and then a revision of all operation concepts 
to meet conditions of a new war and a new foe of far greater resources than 
the NK Communist Government ever disposed, 
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EXTRACTS FROM INTELLIGsNCS PUBLICATIONS 


JOINT PE&RIODIC INTELLIGENCE REPORT ON SOVIET INTENTIONS 
AND aed eae 


"Indieations are lacking of an immediate intent to reinforce 
North Korea but northward movement of Chinese Communisttroops 
increases this capability." 


"There is no reliable evidenes to date of the arrival of Chinese 
Commmist or Soviet forces in North Korea, With the build-up of 
United Nations forces in Korea, however, the time is approaching 
when a reinforcement of North Korean troops will be necessary to 
prevent their defeat, Indications of Soviet intentions with re- 
spect to a reinforcement of North Korea should, therefore, be 
apparent in the near future," 


JOINT PERTODIC INTEALLIGSNCH REPORT ON SOVIET INTENTIONS AND 
ACTIVITIES, 


"Indications are lacking of an inmediate intent to reinforce 
North Korean ground forces from outside North Korea." 


"There is no reliable evidence of a movement of Chinese Comnumist 
forces into Korea," 


JOINT PERIODIC INTELLIGINGS REPORT ON SOVIST INTENTIONS AND 
ACTIVITIES, 


"There ara no firm indications of Soviet intentions in Korea." 


"Malik's remarks in the UN Security Council during the past week 
appear to be (1) propaganda in defense of the Worth Korean invasion 
of South Korea, and (2) possible preparation for undefined Soviet 
courses of action in the future: His long speech of 22 Aug con~ 
tained a threat of an inevitable broadening of the Korean conflict, 
unless the United States desisted from its present courses of 

action in Korea, but Malik gave no specific indications as to how 
the conflict might be broadened," 


JOINT PERIODIC INTELLIGENCE REPORT oN SOVIST INTENTIONS AND 
ACTIVI TIGS, 


"There are no firm indications of Soviet intentions in Korea, 
There are indications of at air and ground build-up by Chinese 
Communist forces in Manchuria but there are no indications as to 
whether they are intended for offensive or defensive purposes,” 


"There are no indications of the movement of Chinese Comnunist 
units into Korea, nor are there indications that the North Korsan 
forces have been reinforced by substantial numbers of Koreans from 
Menchuria," 


JOINT INTELLIGENCS INDICATIONS COMMITTSS, 

"There are no firm indications of Sovist or Chinese Communist 
intentions to intervene in Korea, but material assistance to the 
North Koreans is evidently continuing," 


JOINT INTELLIGENCE INDICATIONS COMMITTaS.A 


"There are no firm indications of Soviet or Chinese Communist in- 
tentions to intervene overtly in Korea," 
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"Tere are no reliable indications that the Chinese Communists 
contemplate an active participation in the Korean war," 


"Pragmentary reports of internal Chinese Communist problems sug-~ 
gest that Communist military forees are becoming inoreasingly 
preoccupied with internal duties..... It is possible that thes 
problems will be a deterrent to extensive military undertakings 
in the near future," 


JOINT INTeLLIG (NC? INDICATIONS COMIITT@ 5s, 


"There ara no firm indications of toviet or Chinese Communist 
intentions to intervene overtly in Korea," 


"There continue to be no reliable indications that the USSR or 
the Chinese Commmists are preparing for active intervention in 
the Korean conflict." 


JOIN’ INTELLIGSNCS INDICATIONS COMMAITTAs, 
"There are no firm indications of Soviet or Chinese. Commnist in- 


tentions ta intervene actively in the Korean conflict. The USSR 
may be preparing to propose a political solution in Korea," 
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(Page 1) 


(Page 4) 


6 Oct 1950, 
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EXTRACTS FROM INTELLIGGNC’ PUBLICATIONS 





JOINT INTSLLIGINCE INDICATIONS COMMITISE, 


"Recent Chinese Communist threats to intervene if U.S, forces 
cross the 38th Parallel are not considered to indicate such 

an intention; rather these statements may be designed primarily 
to deter UN military action north of the parallel and to fores 
the admission of the Chinese Communists to the Unt" 


"Chinese Communist capabilities for overt military intervention 
in Korea, utilizing experisneed combat forces recently deployed 
to Manchuria, have materially increased, <A Chinese Communist 
intention to take such action is not clearly indicated despite 
recent threats, and their threatening statements may be primarily 
designed to deter the movement of U.&. forces across the 38th 
Parallel and indirectly as a bargaining point for possible entry 
into the UN." 


WEEKLY INTSLLIG INCE REPORT D/A. 


"Shou En-lai, Chinese Communist Forsipn Minister, has threatened 
in public addresses and in conversations with foreimm diplomatic 
parsonnel in Peking that the Chinese Communists would intervene 
in Korea, if non-Korean forces of tha United Nations should 
advance north of the 38th Parallel, Whether or not Chou is 
bluffing is impossible to determine, The Chinese Communists 
have substantial capabilities for intervention; but, in view 

of the fact that they have not sxercised them before, it is 
doubted that they will now," 


JOINT INTELLIGENCE INDICATIONS CoOMmMsITTS:, 


"It cannot be definitely determined whether the Chinese Comnumists 
will exercise their substantial capabilities to intervene in 
Korea, although the deployment of exp2rienced combat troops to 
Manchuria and reiterated threats of intervention continus to 
indicate a possibility of such action," 


WHSKLY INTELLIGSNGS REPORT D/A. 


"The augmentation of Chinese Commumist forces in Manchuria was 
begun prior to the Korean War and does not, in itself, indicate 
firm intentions to intervene in Korea in the immediate future," 


Ravilag OF THE WORLD SITUATION, CIA 10-50, 


"Unless the USER is ready to precipitate global war, or unless 
for some reason the Peiping leaders do not think that war with 
the US would result from open intervention in Korea, the odds are 
that Communist China, like the USSR, will not openly intervens 

in North Korea," 


"It is becoming less and less likely that Chinese Communist troop 
units will openly enter the battle under the flag of the Peiping 
regime, The time has passed when Chinese intervention would have 
turned the military tide toward a complete Communist victory in 
Korea seeso the Chinese Communists are unlikely to be willing tio 
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26 Oct 1950, 





2 Nov 1950, 


(Page 1) 


4 Nov 1950, 


(Page 26) 


8 Nov 1950, 


(Page 742) 





come to the assistance of the North Koreans at the risk of 
becoming involved in open hostilities with the US and its UN 
Allies," 


JOINT INTSLLIGENC’ INDICATIONS COMMITTEE, 


"There is no new information to support recent statements of the 
Chinese Communists that they would interwene overtly in Korea, 
and their public references to "a drawn-out war of attrition" 

and to "persistent long term resistance" in Korea tend to support 
the conclusion that Chinese Communist assistance may be limited 
to materiel and manpower for guerrilla operations," 


JOINT CHIEFS OF STATF 1924/39, 


"they might resort to overt aggression if they judge that the 
conflict would be localized and that aggression would therefore 
be in their own interest," 


"They are unlikely to be pushed into overt aggression by the 
Soviet Union unless they judge the above condition is fulfilled." 


"The J,I.C. have appreciated that, although United Nations forces 
have crossed the 38th Parallel, it is unlikely that the Chinese 
Communists will embark upon operations in Korea as this would 
involve the risk of war with the United Nations," 


JOINT INTSLLIGHNCH INDICATIONS COMMITT SE, 


"There are no firm indications of the nature of North Korzan or 
Chines> Communist plans for a continuation of the Korean struggle, 
The Chinese Communists may intend to participate in future guer- 
rilla operations based in Manchuria, but there are no reliable 
indications of overt intervention in Korea by the Chinese Commun- 
ists." 


JOINT INTELLIGENCE INDICATIONS COMMITTSS, 


"It cannot be determined whether the present limited intervention 
of Chinese Communist forces in Korea is for defensive or offensive 
purposes," 


WSEKLY INTELLIG ING RePORT D/A. 


"There are no indications that the Chinese Communists intend a 
national declaration of war or a program of complete, all-out 
intervention in behalf of the North Koreans at this late date, 
Such a course of action would have been more likely to have been 
adopted at the time when the North Koreans held the initiative and 
WN forces were compressed in the Pusan beachhead. However, this 
does not preclude the possibility that the Chinese Commmists will 
act, or have acted, to defend their own interests, which they may 
feel are threatened by the advances of UN forces into the repion 
along the Yalu River," 


JOINT CHIGFS OF STAFF 1776/1586, 


"fhe Chinese Communists might intend to commit enough forces to 
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22 Nov 1950, 
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drive the United Naticns foress out of Korea, However, it is 
doubtful if this could be accomplished without material assist-e 
ance by Soviet naval and airpower, In this event it would he 
evident that World War ITI was upon us and the United Nations 
forces should be withdrawn from Korea as expeditiously as possible," 


JOINT TNTSLLIGENCH INDICATIONS €OQLMITTEE, 


"Tt cannot be conclusively detarmined whether the Chinese Comaun- 
ist intervention in Korea is intended’to halt the UN Cavan ee or 
whether it is in preparation for offensive opsretion,." 


"Chinese Communist capabilities for offensive operations in Korea 
are increasing," 


WRaKLY THey ULIGINC REPORT D/A. 


"Phe inmediate objective of the Chinese Communists appears to be 
to halt the advance of UN forces toward the Manchurian borders 
their further objectives are not yet clearly indicated," 


“iven were the maximum strength estimates of the Chinese Communist 
units firmly established, ths total commitment in Korea in rela- 
tion to Chinese Communist foress immsdiately available in lmanchuria 
is such as to indicate that for the present, at lease, Chinese 
Communist aid to the North Korean Communist regime in the way of 
trained and equipped manpower cannot be considered complete all-out 
intervention," 


REVIGW OF TH WORLD SITUATION, CIA 11-50 


"Although the Chinese Communists may limit their intervention to 
still~to-be~defined local objectives, the grave probability exists 
that a strong UN. military reaction against Chinese territory would 
encourage the Chinese Communists to attempt a large-scale offensive 
designed to secure Korea," 


JOINT INTSLLIGHNCH INDICATIONS COMITTTAS, 


"The inersase in Chinese Commmist forces in Manchuria and Horth- 
east China, the widespread Chinese defensive measures, and the 
natnge of Chinese Commmist propaganda indicate the definite 
possibility of major Chinese Commmist intervention in Korea," 


WEEKLY INT@LLIGHNC? REPORT D/A, 

a 
Following paragraph with no comment: 
"Reports indicate a steady strengthening of Chinese Comumist 
forces in Korea, The possibilities inherent in this situation 
are many, but so far xg the employment of these troops has b2en 
primarily along defensive lines, Chinese Communist propaganda 


broadcasts continue to emphasize that the troops in these units 
are 'volunteers'," 


JOINT INTELLIGENCE TNDICATIONS COMAITIGE, 


"Chinese Communist activity indicates continued military prepara=~ 
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tions in North China and Manchuria for the support of extended, 
long-term operations in Eorea, The military activity of Chinese 
Communist troops in Korea so far is not sufficient to indicate 
the existence of a plan for major offensive operations, and the 
action at present appears to have besn undertaken with the 

are outs of prolonging attritional warfare against the UN 
forces," 


"“Mmemy forces in Korea showed no aes of preparing a 
line or of offensive intentions," 


aneral defonse 
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(Page 1 "Available information on Chinese Comaunist activities within 

TAB "A" ) the past week revealed no significant new developments with 
regard to their intentions but generally supported previously 
reported trends. There continued to be no indication of enemy 
offensive preparations in Korea," 


"In Korea, Communist forces generally continued their tactics of 
limited withdrawals and delaying actions. There was no definite 
indication that enemy forces were preparing a general defenses 
line or that the Chinese Communists have selected any area for 
an all-out defense. There was also no evidence to indicate that 
these withdrawals were in preparation for a counter-offensive 
and enemy foress generally showed little aggressive tendency and 
no great will to fight." 


24 Nov 1950, NATIONAL INTSLLIGUNCE SSTIMATS ef ks CLA. (Based on information 
available on 21 November 1950, ) 


(Page 1) "The Chinese Communists will simultansously: 

a, Maintain Chinese~North Korean holding operations in North 
Korea. 

b. Maintain or increass their military strength in tanchuria,. 
ae 4 ce Seek to obtain UN withdrawal from Korea by intimidation and 
- oa diplomatic means. 


eo ey 


In case of failure to obtain UN withdrawal by thsse means, there 
“Dryas will be increasing Chinese intervention in Korea, At a minimun, 

Sg the Ghinese will conduct, on an increasing scale, unacknowledged 
operations designed to imnobilize UN forees in Forea,to subject 
them to prolonged attrition, and to maintain the semblance of a 
North Korean state in being, Available evidence is uot conclusi 
as to whether or not the Chinese Gomnumists are as yat seeea 
to a full-scale offensive effort. fventually they may undertake 
operations designed to bring about the withdrawal of UN Forces 
from Korea. It is estimated that they do not have the military 
capability of driving the UN foress from the peninsula, but that 
they do have the capability of forcing them to withdraw to defen- 
sive positions for prolonged and inconclusive operations, which, 
the Communists might calculate, would lead to eventual UN with- 
drawal from Korea." 


(Page 2) "The military activity of Chinese troops in Korea so far is not 
initself sufficient to demonstrate the existence of a plan for 
major offensive operations," 


' 30 November 1950, JOINED INTELLIGSNCE INDICATIONS COMMITTSE, 


(Page 1) "The heavy conmitment of Chinese Comaunist forces in the enemy 
counteroffensive in Korea, the evidence of continuing Chinese 
Communist preparations for large-scale operations in horea, and 
general Chinese military and political preparedness measures 
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point to a major offensive effort in Korea, and a Chinese 
decision to risk immediate and major retaliatory action by 
the United States," 


December 1950, INTELLIGENCS REVIEW, DECEMBER 1950, D/A. 


(Page 33) "Tt may be noteworthy that all references to Chinese troops in 
North Korea were so phrased as to indicate that all Chinese 
participating in Korea were "volunteers", and that the office 
ial pronouncements of the Communists! Central People's Govern= 
ment (CPG) did not commit it to the successful defense of 
North Korea, It was believed, as late as 24 November, that 
it had left the door open for a retreat from its present 
position with a minimum "loss of face" if necessary, and for 
a disclaiming of all responsibility for the "volunteers", 

At the same time, the Chinese Commmists can claim in the 
councils of world commmism that they rendered all possible 
assistance to their domamist neighbors," 


7 December 1950, JOINT INTELLIGINCE INDICATIONS COMMITTEE, 


(Page 1) "The Chinese Comnmmist offensive in Korea is designed not only 
to drive the UN forces out of Korea but also to weaken the 
US military position in the Far Hast by the infliction of 
maximum losses upon US troops." 
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